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Some of the donations and contributions we received in the last year.

Wedding dress belonging to Ilene Siggelkow, Ilene 
married Herbert Albrecht on May 31, 1942. The 
dress was donated by Joyce Trotter

Antique Wheel Chair owned by Margaret Neil. 
The chair is on loan to the Historical Society from 
Melvin and Judy Neil

This stroller was gifted to the Society by Bernice 
Babinet. The stroller was purchased by Bernice’s 
parents at the birth of her sister to use as a bassinet 
and later as a stroller. Bernice said that it was 
passed down to her children, who used it as a 
bassinet for their children.

Th anks for the cash gift s in 2014

Memorial, Joe Miller, $500

Estate of Patricia Curley $1000

John Woods $1000

All who helped the society !
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Fairbank Area units in the fall 
and winter of 1864
1st Iowa Calvary 

On the 1st of October, the 1st Iowa Calvary marched 
to Jefferson City, Missouri and at once moved against 
their old enemy, General Sterling Price and his rebel 
army who had again invaded Missouri. After the battle 
of Boonville, they returned to St. Louis and remained 
there for a few weeks where they received a complete 
outfi t of everything necessary for another extended 
campaign. They were then conveyed to Cairo by rail 
and then to Little Rock by steamer. They arriving there 
on the 29th of December, the 100 day enlistees’ term 
of service expiring, were mustered out of the service at 
Little Rock and returned to Iowa.

4th Iowa Calvary 

On the 2nd of September, the Fourth Cavalry crossed 
the river at Memphis and marched to Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. From there the troops were conveyed by 
boats to St. Louis, and stopped there only long enough 
to procure fresh horses and other equipment. General 
Price’s invading rebel army of 20,000 men had now 
reached Lexington, Missouri, and were preparing 
to move forward to Jefferson City and then to St. 
Louis. The 4th cavalry fi rst encountered the enemy at 
Independence on the 22nd of October, and after two 
hours of hard fi ghting the enemy was driven from the 
fi eld. The 4th followed in swift pursuit, and on the 
23rd the rebels made another determined stand and the 
fi ghting became desperate. The rebel line was broken 
by a Union charge and the Rebels retreated in disorder. 
The 4th was at the front again and followed in pursuit 
for four miles at a gallop, capturing many prisoners. 
Price’s retreating army was closely pursued to the 
Osage River, where his rear guard was overtaken on 
the 25th. Price resolved to make one more determined 
stand. He selected a position twenty miles south of the 
river on the open prairie. The Union army was quickly 
formed for a charge and moved over the open prairie 
in full view of the enemy, who stood grimly awaiting 
the attack. The bugle call for the charge rang out, and 
the line swept forward. The entire rebel line was soon 
again in retreat, with the victorious troopers following 
rapidly, crushing the rebel lines, and hastening the 
retreat of the now completely demoralized rebel army 
across the Marmiton River, then on to the shelter of 
the Ozark Mountains. The Fourth Iowa led the pursuit 
until the enemy had disappeared among the Ozark 
Mountains. The Union army was then conveyed by 

rail to St. Louis, and on the 30th of November, were 
once again in their old quarters at Benton Barracks.

6th Iowa Calvary 

General Sully marched with his command to the 
head of the Heart River, then marched rapidly toward 
the northwest until he reached the point where the 
combined forces of the Indians had assembled. On 
the morning of July 28, he found about 8,000 Indian 
warriors in a wooded country with cut up with rugged 
hills and deep ravines. Under a fl ag of truce he invited 
the Indians to conference with them. The leading 
chiefs came out to meet him. After he had an hour’s 
talk with them, the conference ended, and orders were 
given to the troops to get into position for battle. The 
artillery opened the engagement while the troops 
advanced and fi red rapidly. For a time, the engagement 
was sharp and severe, but the superior range and 
destructiveness of the troopers’ arms and the deadly 
fi re of the artillery proved to be more than a match 
for the Indians. They were steadily driven back to 
their extensive camps and compelled to abandon them 
together with the winter supply of provisions and all 
their property of every description. A running fi ght of 
nine miles ensued, and the Indians fi nally scattered 
and escaped with nothing except their wounded and 
as many of their dead as they could. One hundred 
twenty-fi ve dead warriors were left upon the fi eld. 
The command reached the Yellow Stone River on the 
12th of August, where they found a couple of small 
steamers loaded with rations. The army then returned 
to Fort Rice. The active campaigning of the regiment 
was now mostly over for the summer. A large emigrant 
train was reported to be having trouble with the 
Indians, and a detachment of one hundred men of the 
Sixth Iowa marched to the relief of the train. Upon the 
approach of the troops, the Indians rapidly retreated 
toward the north.

7th Iowa Calvary 

The company was ordered to march from Cottonwood 
to Fort Laramie, Wyoming. While the company 
remained at Fort Laramie, parties were engaged in 
scouting the country in quest of hostile Indians. On 
August 21st, the Company was ordered to proceed to 
Julesburg, Colorado. Upon arriving at Julesburg, the 
company commenced erecting winter quarters. 

3rd Iowa Infantry 

On July the 22nd, the 3rd Iowa again met the enemy 
in fi erce confl ict, and again met with heavy loss. The 
few survivors were subsequently consolidated within 
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the Second Iowa Infantry and the gallant third ceased 
to exist as a distinct military organization. With the 
Second Iowa they marched with Sherman to the Sea.

4th Iowa Infantry 

Took part in the Battle of Jonesborough and the assault 
on Atlanta.

9th Iowa Infantry

On the 4th of October, the regiment was again on 
the march following the rebel forces under General 
Hood through Marietta, Rome, Resaca, and across 
into Alabama and returned to the vicinity of Atlanta 
on the 5th of November. On November 15th began 
the famous march with General Sherman’s army to 
Savannah and the sea. This remarkable military exploit 
was accomplished in 35 days, the distance covered 
being 400 miles. During the year, the regiment had 
marched 1,400 miles, and traveled by steamboat and 
railroad 1,900 miles.

11th Iowa Infantry

The Eleventh Iowa joined in the fi ghting at Kennesaw 
Mountain. After the enemy had been driven from that 
stronghold, the 11th participated in the operations at 
Marietta, and on across the Chattahoochee River and 
Nickajack Creek, the Eleventh saw a skirmish every 
day. After the fall of Atlanta, the Eleventh Iowa had 
several weeks of rest in camp. It then joined in the 
pursuit of Hood’s army into northwestern Alabama. 
By the middle of November it returned to Atlanta and 
was part of Sherman’s march to the sea.

12th Iowa Infantry

On the 1st of September, the Twelfth Iowa was 
ordered to Duvall’s Bluff, Arkansas to intercept a 
rebel force under General Price. Upon the approach 
of the Union troops, the rebel force retreated by going 
northward. The march ended at Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. Here, the division embarked on steamers 
and was conveyed to St. Louis, then to Jefferson City, 
where it landed and again started in pursuit of Price’s 
rebel army. At Harrisonville, Missouri the infantry 
gave up the pursuit, leaving the cavalry to follow 
the rebel army. On the 30th of October, the division 
started on the return march and reached St. Louis on 
the 15th of November. On the 23rd of November, the 
regiment embarked on a steamer for Nashville, where 
it arrived December 1, 1864. On the 15th and 16th 
days of December, the regiment was engaged in the 
battle of Nashville. On the second day the regiment 

participated in another gallant charge, resulting in the 
capture of hundreds of prisoners and several stands of 
colors, guns, and supplies.

21nd Iowa Infantry

Garrison duty at Matagorda Island, Texas.

27th Iowa Infantry

On September 6th, the regiment left Memphis and 
returned to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. On October 
2nd, they marched in pursuit of the rebel army 
under General Price. They did not come into contact 
with the enemy during this march, and the cavalry 
forces advanced and did most of the fi ghting. They 
returned to St. Louis on November 18th. They then 
embarked on transports up the Cumberland River to 
Nashville, Tenn. and went into camp. On the fi rst day 
at Nashville the 27th Iowa was ready to engage the 
enemy, but was fortunate that it suffered no loss. On 
the next day, the enemy was doing their best to escape, 
the 27th followed them through the woods and across 
an open fi eld until the rebels hung out the white fl ag.

37th Iowa Infantry

Guard duty.

38th Iowa Infantry

The regiment left Brownsville of July 28 and departed 
for New Orleans, where it arrived on August 6th, and 
was then conveyed to Mobile Bay. On August 9th, 
the regiment disembarked at Mobile Point, in the rear 
of Fort Morgan. During the siege of Fort Morgan, 
the 38th was engaged in the performance of picket 
duty. The regiment was then ordered to proceed 
to Donaldsonville, La., where it was stationed on 
November 27, 1864.

47th Iowa Infantry

It remained on duty at Helena in Eastern Arkansas 
during its entire term of service. Returning to 
Davenport, Iowa, it was mustered out of the service of 
the United States on September 28, 1864. 

John Abbott  F 38 IA Inf.   
James Adams  D 47th IA Inf.   
Hiram Balcom F 1st IA Cav.   
Marshall Carpenter G 1st IA Cav.  
James Cox  G 6th IA Cav.   
Th omas West  K 3rd IA Inf.

Casualties in the 2nd half of 1864
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Membership:

All residents of the Fairbank area and friends of historic preservation are invited to participate in the meetings and 
events and to become members.
Membership is: Annual - $10, Lifetime - $100

If you would like to become a member send a check for the appropriate amount, fi ll out and mail this portion to:

Fairbank Historical Society
P O Box 325
Fairbank, IA 50629

Name

Address

City State ZIP

Telephone number:  Email Address:

Membership Type, check one

Annual
Lifetime

Our Web Site
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iafhs


